
LAUREL MILL PLAYHOUSE 

508 Main Street, Laurel, MD 20707 

Reservations -  Visit us at:  www.laurelmillplayhouse.org 

OUR HISTORY 

Burtonsville Players Inc., doing business as Laurel Mill Playhouse, is a 

non-profit, tax exempt (501c3) status, community theater group.  Origi-

nally organized thirty five years ago as the Burtonsville Players Inc., Lau-

rel Mill Playhouse recently bought and completely renovated a 100 year 

old building in the middle of historic Laurel, Maryland. This makes Lau-

rel Mill Playhouse one of the few community theater organizations to own 

their own facility. 

OUR MISSION 

Our mission is to provide the community with the opportunity to expand 

the cultural base of the quad-county area. We do this through theater arts, 

combining music, art, dance, youth, and senior activities.  

Our group has the determination to provide space and resources to foster 

a creative environment.  

Our encouragement of individuals to be challenged by new works and 

skills will lead to discovery and expansion of creative potential in the com-

munity. Our goal is to provide training and initiate outreach opportunities 

within the counties we serve. 

DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

     BOARD OF DIRECTORS          CORPORATE OFFICERS  

Marvin Rogers - President 

Larry Simmons - Vice-President 

Patrick Pase – Treasurer 

Diana Simmons – Secretary 

Michael Hartsfield - Director 

Dr. Reginald Garcon - Director 

 

Maureen Rogers 

 Public Liaison 

Artistic Director 

maureencrogers@gmail.com 

301-452-2557  

A proud member of WATCH AND AACT and Laurel Board of Trade 

Produced by 

Maureen Rogers 

Directed by  

Michael Hartsfield 

Friday, December  9 and 16—8 pm 

Saturday December 10 and 17—8 pm 

Sunday December 11 and 18—2 pm 

Laurel Mill Playhouse, 508 Main St.,  

Laurel MD 20707 301-617-9906  

http://www.laurelmillplayhouse.org


Cast of Characters 

RALPH PARKER, Cowboy, Tree Lot Owner, Delivery Man, 

Neighbor’s Voice: Michael Safko 

RALPHIE PARKER: Maxwell Johnson 

MOTHER: Maia Krapcho 

THE OLD MAN, Voice of Santa: Lenny Dinerman 

RANDY: Cecilia Maurer 

MISS SHIELDS, Voice of Mrs. Schwartz, Higbee’s Public Ad-

dress Voice: Knekiya Harper 

FLICK, Desperado One: Brendon Maurer 

SCHWARTZ, Desperado Two: Reese 

ESTHER JANE ALBERRY: Carly Levender 

HELEN WEATHERS: Maggie Johnson; Carly Pometto (12/11) 

SCUT FARKAS, Black Bart, Radio Announcer Voice: Delaney 

McGinniss 

 

 

Production Crew: 

 

PRODUCER: Maureen Rogers 

DIRECTOR: Michael Hartsfield 

STAGE MANAGERS:  Mimi McGinniss, Carly Pometto 

SET:  Michael Hartsfield, Kyle Jaye 

LIGHTING/SOUND/PROJECTIONS: Michael Hartsfield 

COSTUMES: Cast 

HAIR/MAKE-UP: Cast 

Tickets— Adults—$20 

                  Children, Seniors—$15 

Www.laurelmillplayhouse.org  

Coming soon 

Friday and Saturday—January 20, 21, 27, 28,  

February 3, 4 at 8 pm 

Sunday—January 29 and February 5 at 2 pm 

Directed by  

Larry Simmons 

 

Produced by  

Maureen Rogers 



Celebrate the New Year at Laurel 

Mill Playhouse and Olive on Main. 

Tickets at 

www.laurelmillplayhouse.org 

Credits: 

Produced by special arrangement with THE DRAMATIC PUB-

LISHING COMPANY, INC., of Woodstock, Illinois. 

 

A play in two acts by PHILIP GRECIAN 

 

Based upon the motion 

 A Christmas Story  

©1983 Turner Entertainment Co., 

Distributed by Warner Bros. 

 

Written by  

JEAN SHEPHERD, 

 LEIGH BROWN and  

BOB CLARK 

 

And 

 

and In God We Trust, All Others Pay Cash 

by  

JEAN SHEPHERD 

Synopsis: 

PLACE: Hohman, Indiana. 

TIME: Christmas past and present.  



Meet the Cast 

Leonard Dinerman – ( The Old Man, 
Voice of Santa) Lenny has been perform-
ing in several shows locally since 
2018.  This production will mark his re-
turn to Laurel Mill Playhouse after a two 
year absence resulting from the Covid 
pandemic.  To say he is excited would be 
a gross understatement!  Lenny is thrilled 
to be under the direction of Michael 
Hartsfield once again and to be surround-
ed by a wonderful crop of talented actors 
and crew aiming to make "A Christmas 
Story" a most pleasing holiday experience 
for theater audiences of all ages.  So sit 
back, relax and enjoy the show...and Hap-
py Holidays to one and all!   

Knekiya Harper (Miss Shields, Voice 
of Mrs. Schwartz, Higbee’s Public Ad-
dress Voice) is an actress from the 
Maryland area. She has been a part of 
many plays and musicals throughout 
her high school and college years, in-
cluding “Charlotte’s Web”, “Spam-a-
lot”, “The Mouse that Roared”, 
“Threshold”, and “Murder me Al-
ways”. In addition, Knekiya has been a 
part of many film productions, includ-
ing the Amazon series “The College 
Tour”, American Red Cross Public Ser-
vice Announcements “Play it Safe” and 
“Pesky Friends”, and “The Spook Who 
Sat by The Door”. Knekiya is excited 
to continue her acting journey and be a 
part of her first play at the Laurel Mill 
Playhouse! 

Michael Safko (Ralph Parker) is excit-
ed to return to Laurel Mill's stage in A 
Christmas Story. He has previously 
been seen as St. Aphrodisius 
(Hunchback of Notre Dame), Fred Gai-
ley (Miracle on 34th St), Fancourt Bab-
berley (Charley's Aunt), and General 
Glossop (Jekyll & Hyde). He has also 
performed with other companies in the 
area; some of his favorite recent roles 
include Count Malachi (Happy Days 
the Musical) with Pasadena Theatre 
Company and The Creature 
(Frankenstein) with UpStage Artists. 
He would like to thank Laurel Mill 
Playhouse for giving him this wonder-
ful opportunity and his always-
supportive wife, Megan, for abiding his 
constant theater shenanigans. 

 
MIchael V. Hartsfield (Director) is 
excited to be part of such an iconic 
and fun show!  He would like to thank 
all involved for their support.  Mi-
chael has been involved in many 
shows at LMP over the years and is 
also the drama director at Mount Saint 
Joseph High School in Baltimore, 
Maryland.  Enjoy the show! 

 



Carly Pometto  (Helen Weathers Understudy) 
is excited to be back performing with LMP for 
this years Christmas production. Carly is a sen-
ior at Annapolis High School and is an active 
member of the Performing and Visual Arts 
Magnet Program for Dance. Carly is also an 
enthusiastic theater performer and loves to be on 
stage. She performed in her first show when she 
was seven years old and has always enjoyed it. 
You may have seen Carly in some of her favor-
ite roles as Susan in "White Christmas", Little 
Red Ridinghood in "Into the Woods Jr”, or 
Veruca Salt in "Willy Wonka Jr". In addition to 
Carly's passion for performing, she has been a 
competitive baton twirler from the time she was 
only two years old and performs in her high 
school band as their feature twirler. Carly hopes 
to attend college in New York, majoring in mu-
sical theater, while also participating in a college 
dance team and collaborating as a baton twirler 
in the college band. Carly is so happy to be back 
performing at LMP and hopes you enjoy the 
show! 

Reese (Schwartz/Desperado Two) is a 
junior at St. Vincent Pallotti High 

School. You may have seen her in recent 
LMP productions, such as The Hunch-
back of Notre Dame (Ensemble/

Choreographer), War of the 
Worlds (Captain Lansing), and World 

War II Radio Christmas (Singer/Mae). 
In addition to shows with LMP, Reese is 
also active in her high school’s Arts 

Academy and theatre department. She 
has appeared recently as Sam in Mutual-
ly Assured Destruction, Anna Maria in 

Godspell, and Leah in Juliets. After A 
Christmas Story, Reese will be assistant 

directing LMP’s next show, Towards 
Zero by Agatha Christie. Special thanks 

to the amazing cast and crew of this 
show for making it an amazing experi-
ence. Happy Holidays! 

Delaney McGinniss (Scut Farkus/
Black Bart) is overjoyed to be back 
with the playhouse, especially for A 
Christmas Story! You may have previ-
ously seen them alongside other cast 
members in LMP’s productions of The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame (Ensemble), 
Willy Wonka Jr. (Wonka), and many 
more that would take too long to list. 
Delaney thanks their castmates and di-
rector for making their favorite story a 
great play! 

Maggie Johnson (Helen Weathers) is 
very excited to be in another production 
at Laurel Mill Playhouse! Maggie is in 
10th grade and this is her 7th show at 
Laurel Mill Playhouse! You may recog-
nize her from her most recent appearance 
in Willy Wonka Jr. as Mr. Bucket/Mrs. 
Beauregard. She also does theater at 
school where she was Uzo in last year’s 
spring musical, Godspell. Maggie is very 
excited to be in A Christmas Story and 
hopes you enjoy it! 

Max Johnson (Ralphie) 

Max is very excited to be in this perfor-

mance! He has been in past performanc-

es here such as Miracle in 34th Street 

and Willy Wonka jr. as Mike Teavee. He 

has also been in many performances at 

his school, St. Mary of the Mills such as 

Honk jr. and School House Rock. Max is 

very excited to see you all in the audi-

ence! 



Maia Krapcho (Mother) is so excited to 

be a part of this show! She was most re-

cently seen in Vagina Monologues at Lau-

rel Mill Playhouse. Some of her previous 

credits include Almost Maine, Miracle on 

34th Street, Afflicted: Daughters of Sa-

lem, Chronicles of Narnia, Spider’s Web, 

Making Advances, House., Fiddler on the 

Roof, Peter Pan, Reckless, and The Cruci-

ble. She would like to thank Michael for 

this opportunity, and her husband for al-

ways being supportive. She is dedicating 

her performance to her father-in-law, 

Frank, who would have really enjoyed this 

one. Thanks for coming, and enjoy the 

show! 

Carly Levender (Esther Jane Alberry), is 
thrilled to be performing her fifth Michael 
Hartsfield-directed production at Laurel 
Mill Playhouse.  Carly previously appeared 
as Violet in Willie Wonka, Isis in Aladdin, 
as Rapunzel in Into the Woods and as Ma-
bel in Fame.  Carly has also performed pre-
vious musical productions at Olney Thea-
tre, CCTA and The Young Columbi-
ans.  Carly thanks Michael, the cast, her 
family and friends for mentorship, friend-
ship, and support.  Enjoy A Christmas Sto-
ry!  

Brendon Maurer (Flick) – Brendon is no 
stranger to the stage having appeared in 
Moana Jr and Seussical Jr at his school. He 
is excited to be in his first ever play that is 
not a musical. He is very happy to be in a 
show with his sister Cecilia at a theatre 
where his family(and cat) have done a lot 
of shows. Brendon would like to send love 
to his whole family including his Mom and 
Dad, his grandparents, his cousins, and his 
aunt and uncle. Thank you to Michael for 
directing a really good show! It was so 
much fun.  

Cecilia Maurer (Randy)- Cecilia is excit-
ed to be in her first show ever. Laurel Mill 
Playhouse runs in her family as her mom, 
aunt, cousin, grandparents, and even cat 
have all done shows here. Cecilia is 
pleased to continue the tradition. Thank 
you to Michael and the whole cast for a 
wonderful show. Love to her whole fami-
ly. Mom, Dad, Brendon, Bones, Pepper 
and Dulcy. Mimi, Papop, Gwugwy, the 
Chubin Crew – thanks for all the support. 
Thank you to my friends for coming to the 
show. Enjoy!  


