
LAUREL MILL PLAYHOUSE 

508 Main Street, Laurel, MD 20707 

Reservations -  Visit us at:  www.laurelmillplayhouse.org 

OUR HISTORY 

Burtonsville Players Inc., doing business as Laurel Mill Playhouse, is a 

non-profit, tax exempt (501c3) status, community theater group.  Origi-

nally organized thirty five years ago as the Burtonsville Players Inc., Lau-

rel Mill Playhouse recently bought and completely renovated a 100 year 

old building in the middle of historic Laurel, Maryland. This makes Lau-

rel Mill Playhouse one of the few community theater organizations to own 

their own facility. 

OUR MISSION 

Our mission is to provide the community with the opportunity to expand 

the cultural base of the quad-county area. We do this through theater 

arts, combining music, art, dance, youth, and senior activities.  

Our group has the determination to provide space and resources to foster 

a creative environment.  

Our encouragement of individuals to be challenged by new works and 

skills will lead to discovery and expansion of creative potential in the com-

munity. Our goal is to provide training and initiate outreach opportuni-

ties within the counties we serve. 

A proud member of WATCH AND AACT and Laurel Board of Trade 

DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

Marvin Rogers - President 

Larry Simmons - Vice-President 

Diana Simmons – Secretary 

Michael Hartsfield - Director 

     BOARD OF DIRECTORS          CORPORATE OFFICERS  

Maureen Rogers 

 Public Liaison 

Artistic Director 

maureencrogers@gmail.com 

301-452-2557  

Friday—March 24, 31, April 7—8 pm 

Saturday March 25—3 pm and 8 pm 

Saturday April 1 and 8—8pm 

Sunday April 2—2 pm 

508 Main St., Laurel MD 

Www.laurelmillplayhouse.org 

Directed by Lorraine  Brooks 

http://www.laurelmillplayhouse.org


Director’s Note: 

Some stories simply need to be told.  When Consecrated Ground first came to 
my attention, I was shocked to learn about the living conditions in Africville, 
and how they came about.  Located in the northern peninsula area of Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, Canada, the Black enclave of Africville was comprised of about 
forty families, which included at any given time, up to six hundred people.  
The community was older than Canada itself, having been initially settled by a 
variety of people, including former slaves from the thirteen colonies, and 
Black Loyalists who fought for England in the Revolutionary War and the War 
of 1812.   

Historically, Africville suffered from the blatant neglect of the Canadian and 
Nova Scotian governments, who failed to provide even the most basic ameni-
ties such as running water, plumbing, and electricity, and services such as sani-
tation and roads.  To add insult to injury, in 1958 the City of Halifax relocated 
a waste treatment facility and a prison, placing them adjacent to the Africville 
community.  As a result of the government’s negligence and disregard for the 
village, the residents of Africville struggled with poverty and poor health con-
ditions, and the community's buildings became badly deteriorated. In the 
1960s, the City of Halifax condemned the area, forcibly relocating its residents 
to alternative housing in order to erect the A. Murray MacKay Bridge and re-
lated highway construction.   

The community of Africville was subsequently bulldozed and demolished un-
der the guise of “urban renewal”.  Some of the residents of Africville were 
moved using City dump trucks.  This image forever stuck in the minds and 
hearts of people; they took it as a representation of the degrading way they 
were treated before, during, and after the move.  Soon, many former residents 
and activists began staging demonstrations on the site, protesting their treat-
ment and the condemnation of their property.   

Consecrated Ground, by Black Canadian playwright George Boyd, is an ac-
count of families struggling with their forced relocation, and the City of Hali-
fax’s handling of the residents of Africville.  Although the characters are fic-
tional, the events depicted are real, as are the historical underpinnings.  This is 
a story that needs to be told. 

    Lorraine Brooks 

Scene Summary 

Opening Montage 

All scenes occur in Seaview Baptist Church, the Lyle home, or 

on the streets of Africville, Halifax, Nova Scotia 

There is one 15 minute intermission 

Epilogue 

Coming Next At LMP 

 

Friday and Saturday—April 28—May 20 at 8 pm 

Sunday—May 14—21 at 2 pm 

Tickets at www.laurelmillplayhouse.org 

Director—Michael Hartsfield 

Musical Director—Mimi McGinniss 

Producer—Maureen Rogers. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._Murray_MacKay_Bridge


One Day Only! 

Join us for a celebration of Celtic music 

and culture. 

Tickets at www.laurelmillplayhouse.org 

Cast in order of Appearance 
 

Stacey Saunders - Aunt Sarah 

Jacqueline Youm - Clarice Lyle 

JoAn Monplaisir- Groovey Peters 

Martin Young - Jimmy “Double Speak” Willis 

Brock Brown - Willem Lyle 

Nik Henle - Tom Clancy 

Melvin Smith - Reverend Miner 

Opening Montage  

Original poem—Lorraine Brooks 

Narration -Jacqueline Youm 

Epilogue 

Lorraine Brooks 

 

Photos:  Africville Heritage Trust 

 

Non-original Music  

Nina Simone, The Times They are A-Changin’ 

George Winston, February Sea 

Shirley Caesar, Blessed Assurance 

Mahalia Jackson, My God is Real; He’s Got the Whole World in His 
Hands 

Cantoma, Belafia 

 

Original Music 

Lorraine Brooks 

Additional Acknowledgements and Credits 



Production Crew 

 

Producers   Marvin and Maureen Rogers 

Director   Lorraine Brooks 

Assistant Director  Jacqueline Youm 

Stage Manager  Jana King 

Technical Advisor  Joyce Camper 

Set design   Lorraine Brooks 

Set Building   Lorraine Brooks 

    Jana King 

    Martin Young 

    Nik Henle 

    Brock Brown  

    Stacey Saunders 

    Melvin Smith 

    Jacqueline Youm 

    JoAn Monplaisir 

Sound/lighting design Lorraine Brooks 

Sound/Lighting Execution Celeste Davis 

    Michael Hartsfield 

    Patrick Pase  

Properties   Marge McGugan 

    Jana King 

    Jacqueline Youm 

    Stacey Saunders 

Costuming   Marge McGugan 

    Cast 

Programs     Marge McGugan 

Photography    John Cholod 

Jana King (Stage Manager) Jana is retired after 
over 35 years as a Visual Arts teacher for DC, and 

PG County Public Schools. She specialized in 
providing unique art experiences to students with 

special needs. Since retiring Jana has been focusing 
on creating her own style using the techniques of 

pointillism and stippling. This is her first experi-
ence with live theater, and she is excited to be 
working with such an exceptional group of actors 

and crew members. 

Maureen Rogers (Producer) is the Artistic Di-
rector/Public Liaison at LMP. She also had ap-
peared on stage with Merely Players, GAC, 
RLT, Pasadena Theater Company, and LCT. 
Some of her favorite roles have been as Eulalie 
Mackecknie Shinn in The Music Man and Nurse 
Ratched in One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest. 
Maureen would like to thank Lorraine Brooks 
and her incredibly talented cast and crew for all 
their hard work in bringing this play to the LMP 
stage.  

Marge McGugan (Costumer) is a costuming 
fixture at LMP. She has costumed many of the 

shows, and costumed Fences (BCT) and The 
Patchwork Girl from Oz (GAC). Marge also has 

been spotted IN costume on stage most recently 
in The Hunchback of Notre Dame. She divides 

her theater time with Chesapeake Harmony 
Chorus, a Sweet Adeline chorus, in Millersville 

MD, and The Collective International Choir 
(virtual) in Leicester, UK. Marge wants to thank 

all her family and friends for their love, support 
and help, and to the Good Lord who keeps her 
sane through all of it. Special shout out to Dave 

– those in the know will understand. 



Jacqueline Youm (Clarice Lyle) is so happy to be 
at Laurel Mill Playhouse working on this incredi-

ble play with such a wonderful cast and crew. You 
may recognize her from the Vagina Monologues at 

LMP. She is a Senegalese American actor, lawyer, 
and French, English, Spanish, Mediation, and Ne-

gotiation teacher. She is passionate and insatiable 
when it comes to theatre & film.  Some of her fa-

vorite theatre credits include Stool Pigeon in Au-
gust Wilson’s King Hedley II (Dominion Stage); 

Adenikeh in Jocelyn Bioh’s Nollywood Dreams 
(Round House Theatre); Marianne Angelle in Lau-
ren Gunderson’s The Revolutionists (Globe Open-

stage); Nora in Lucas Hnath’s A Doll’s House Part 

II (Silver Spring Stage); Romeo in William Shake-
speare’s Romeo and Juliet; Mrs. Cheveley in Oscar 

Wilde’s An Ideal Husband (SSTG); and so many 
more.  To collaborate: cestjackie@gmail.com You 

can find many of her virtual productions on 
Youtube (Cestjackie): https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCvd4LWK9h1msuj9oeFXHtng | Insta-

gram: @jy_artiste | Facebook: Jacqueline Elisabeth 

Martin Young (Jimmy “Double Speak” WiIlis) 
started acting in 2017 in Video Deebo by Selton 

Shaw. In 2021 the Actor's Bug took flight. Martin 
has numerous short and independent films to his 

credit. Those credits include The Root of All Evil, 
The Wages of Sin, The Keys of The Kingdom, The 

Diary of A Changed Man, America Gone Viral, 
Trapped, Feathers, Sweet Comfort and Late 

Bloomer. First and foremost , I would like to 
thank God, Family and Friends who make this 

journey possible! Last but not least, Martin would 
like to thank Lorraine Brooks for selecting me 

with this talented cast of actors!  ibmartinyoung
(Instagram), Martin Young (Facebook) 

Meet the Cast and Crew 

Lorraine Brooks (Director) Originally from New York 
City, Lorraine is excited to be making her directorial debut 
at Laurel Mill. She has appeared onstage at LMP in sever-
al productions, most recently in Vagina Monologues in 
2022. She has also appeared with Vagabond Players in 
Baltimore, Upstage Artists in Beltsville, and Upcounty 
Players in Germantown. For over 20 years she hosted 
Health Center, a public health cable TV show in NYC, and 
she is a founding member of Red Round Group, a collabo-
rative of artists, writers, filmmakers, and musicians. She 
also founded Retro Radio Players, a group of actors recre-
ating classic radio scripts. In addition to acting and direct-
ing, Lorraine is also an accomplished artist whose work is 
in collections in the US, UK, Netherlands, and the Carib-
bean. Her work can be seen at www.lorrainebrooks.biz, 
and heard on Spotify at Retro Radio Players. She thanks 
her friends and her partner for their support and encour-
agement and most of all, their patience. 

Brock Brown (Willem Lyle) is elated to be returning to 
Laurel Mill Playhouse (LMP) in the national premiere of 
Consecrated Ground. Along with One Flew over the Cuck-
oo’s Nest (LMP) and Spider’s Web (LMP), he’s been seen 
around the DMV in Help Wanted (Silver Spring Stage), A 
Raisin in the Sun (Rockville Little Theater), Dry Bones 
(Live Garra Theater), King Lear (Theater Lab), and Higher 
(DC Fringe Festival). He’s so grateful for the support of his 
family and friends and honored to play a part in bringing 
attention to this significant history.  

Joyce A. A. Camper (Technical Advisor), a Baltimore 
native, now living in Hyattsville, Maryland is making her 
debut as a technical advisor for the 2023 production 
of Consecrated Ground at Laurel Mill Playhouse. She is an 
adjunct lecturer at Howard University where she has taught 
Consecrated Ground along with other genres of literature. 
Joyce is grateful for the love and support of her family, 
friends, and colleagues.  

 

mailto:cestjackie@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvd4LWK9h1msuj9oeFXHtng
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvd4LWK9h1msuj9oeFXHtng
http://www.lorrainebrooks.biz/


Celeste Davis (stage lighting and sound) is delighted to be 
making her debut with Consecrated Ground. During the 
day, she is a professor at American University where she 
teaches public health and health policy. She lives locally 
in Laurel with her family.  

JoAn Monplaisir (Groovey Peters) has appeared in sev-
eral local theatre productions including King Hedley II 
and Fences. She is honored to be playing the complex 
character of Groovey Peters and pull from her Caribbean 
influences! JoAn credits her boisterous family for her love 
of theatrical arts and thanks her loving parents, siblings, 
niece, and close friends for their support. As a Haitian 
American and native of Brooklyn, NY, JoAn has been 
living in Maryland since 2012. She proudly serves the 
community as a clinical social worker and birth & post-
partum doula. 

Nik Henle (Tom Clancy) is thrilled to be back at Laurel 
Mill Playhouse for this wonderful show. He last appeared 
as Edward in The Hollow with Kentlands Community 
Players. Other favorite roles include Lawrence in For 
Whom the Southern Belle Tolls (LMP), Howard in Moon 
Over Buffalo (LMP), Flute in Dreamer/Seeker (Capital 
Fringe Festival), and Steve and Dave in Almost, Maine 
(Rockville Little Theatre). He has also worked with Mont-
gomery Playhouse, Endangered Species Theatre Project, 
and Charm City Filmmakers, among others. He has taken 
acting and improv classes at Maryland Ensemble Theatre's 
Ensemble School and The Actors' Center.  

Stacey M. Saunders (Aunt Sarah) This is Stacey’s 
debut performance at Laurel Mill Playhouse, but she 
is no stranger to the stage.  She is a regular actor on 
the Arena Player’s stage in Baltimore, performing in 
several productions including Fair Play for Eve, 
Amen Corner, Tambourines to Glory and two of 
her favorite, dream come true shows Ain't Misbehav-
in and Purlie.  Stacey was also part of the ensemble 
for Baltimore Center Stage’s 2017 production of The 
Christians. When not performing with community 
theaters, she has poured her love for acting into the 
Fine Arts Ministry at New Psalmist Baptist Church 
where she has been in several productions. She previ-
ously served with the music and liturgical dance min-
istries as well. 

Melvin Smith (Reverend Miner) is excited about 

his first performance at Laurel Mill Playhouse.  He 

was last seen with the Kentland Community Play-

ers as John/Inspector.  His has previously per-

formed as Dr. Armstrong in And Then There Was 

None with the Upstage Artists. He also performed 

as Harold Wilson in A Black and White Cookie at 

Silver Spring Stage, where he won the 2022 Broad-

way World Washington D.C. award for Best Per-

former in a streaming play (non-professional).  He 

is a North Carolina native and lives in Prince 

Georges County, MD and trained as an actor at The 

Theatre Lab School of Dramatic Arts, in Washing-

ton, D. C. 

 


